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Rear-Admiral Sir James Stirling, cruising in Pacific waters
during the Crimean War, concluded, at Nagasaki, a con-
vention for opening Japanese ports to British ships. In
February 1855 the Russians negotiated a treaty for the
settlement of boundaries and for the opening of Japanese
ports to Russian ships. Although the Dutch had a mono-
poly of trade at Nagasaki, they had no formal treaty, but
in January 1855 they made an agreement in terms similar
to those of America, Britain, and Russia.

These treaties were merely of the nature of preliminary
arrangements for the opening of the country, and they
stipulated for the opening of the ports of Shimoda, Naga-
saki, and Hakodate, for the purpose of obtaining neces-
sary provisions, for hospitality in case of shipwreck, and for
shelter in case of distress, and none of them was, in the
usual sense, a treaty of amity and commerce. No pro-
vision was made for general trade and its regulation, nor
for diplomatic relations, although the Western Powers were
eventually to be allowed to be represented by a consul or
commercial agent.

The United States, however, lost no time in completing
their arrangements, and in August 1856 Townsend Harris
was sent as Consul-General to reside at Shimoda, but,
although officially only a consular officer, he was clothed
by his Government with diplomatic powers. Meantime we
cannot enter into the details of the negotiations which fol-
lowed ; it is sufficient to note that Harris on February 9,
1858, completed a treaty of amity and commerce between
the United States and Japan, and to him is due a great
part of the credit for the successful opening of Japan to
foreign trade. He gave assistance to Lord Elgin in the
negotiations about the British treaty. Later on the Govern-
ment of the Shogun concluded treaties with Prussia, Italy,
Spain, Portugal, Denmark, Belgium, Switzerland, and Sweden
and Norway.

These agreements were called by the Japanese "the
Ansei treaties," because they were negotiated in the Ansei